COAL CITY PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD MEETING
APRIL 6, 2015


	At 7 p.m. on Monday, April 6, 2015, acting chairman John Hawkinson called to order the meeting of the Coal City Planning and Zoning Board in the boardroom of the Village Hall.  Roll call-Members Gerald Heavens, Maria Lewis, Max Valdez, Walt Mahaffey and Irving DeWald.  Also in attendance were Matt Fritz, village administrator, Richard “Bob” Malone, building and zoning official, and Trustee Georgette Vota.

	The minutes of the March 16, 2015 special joint Boards meeting were presented for approval.  Lewis moved to approve the minutes as written, second by Heavens.  Roll call-Ayes; Heavens, Lewis, Hawkinson, Mahaffey and DeWald.  Nays; none.  Pass; Valdez.  Motion carried.

	The minutes of the March 16, 2015 regular meeting were then presented for approval.  Mahaffey moved to approve the minutes as written, second by Lewis.  Roll call-Ayes; Heavens, Lewis, Hawkinson, Mahaffey and DeWald.  Nays; none.  Pass; Valdez.  Motion carried.

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING	

1.  Zoning Code Text Amendment
The zoning code text amendments were presented to the Board.  There was no one in the audience who chose to speak at this hearing.  Lewis moved to adjourn the Public Hearing, second by Heavens.  Roll call-Ayes; Heavens, Lewis, Valdez, Hawkinson, Mahaffey and DeWald.  Nays; none.  Motion carried.

2.  Variance Presentation
175 Church Street
Terry Bitner
	Petitioner Terry Bitner presented his variance request for a 30’ x 50’ (1500 sq. ft.) garage which exceeds the allowable 900 square footage.  The height of the garage would be less than 15 ft.  The present structure has been demolished.  The garage would be for storage.  Mr. Bitner presently owns the structure, but lives in Kinsman.  The home is occupied by his daughter and family.  Mr. Bitner is planning on returning to Coal City and living at the property, which is why he is requesting the variance for the garage/storage construction.  Ingress/egress was discussed.  Access to the property from the rear is presently being used via the railroad right-of-way.  Vacating the
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unimproved Vermillion Street would allow easy access to the garage/storage, but could create a driveway off Church Street if necessary.  The public hearing is scheduled for April 20, 2015.

	Resident Randy Alderson approached the Board regarding the use of glass block windows for the storage garage he is constructing on North 1st Avenue.  The structure will not be lighted and Mr. Alderson would like to place the glass block windows in the structure for light and security.  The side which will contain the glass block windows will face the railroad tracks.  Each window would be approximately 3’ x 3’ and there will be three of them.  Glass blocks are not allowed in the core area, however, when the drawings were presented at the time of the variance, block windows were labeled and that variance has already been approved.  Mr. Alderson did not realize that those type of windows were not allowed in the core area.  A straw vote was taken from the Planning and Zoning Board whether to approve the glass block windows as presented on the original variance drawings and approved by the design committee.  It was unanimous to allow the request.

	The final draft of the Zoning Code Text Amendments was reviewed by this Board.  Several revisions were suggested.  Those changes to be made are:

Page 2		Card shops				permitted in RB zoning
		China & glassware shops		permitted in RB zoning
Page 3		Clubs, lodges, private		allowed in C3, C4 & C5
							Conditional use in O-2
Page 4		Fire station/police stations		Conditional use in all zones	
Page 5		Public owned golf courses		conditional use in all zones
		Health food stores			no changes
		Historical libraries & museums	conditional use in all zones
Page 6		Luggage shops			Remove C1 as permitted
Page 7		Music Stores, repair shops		Conditional use in C1
		Music studios			Conditional use in C1
Page 8		Pet grooming				Conditional use in C2
[bookmark: _GoBack]		Plazas & public spaces		Conditional use in C2 through C5
Page 10	Tax preparation offices		Conditional use in RB
Page 11	Welding shops			Conditional use in I-1, I-2, and C4 & C5	
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	Lewis moved to approve the zoning code text amendments with the changes as stated at tonight’s meeting, second by DeWald.  Roll call-Ayes; Heavens, Lewis, Valdez, Hawkinson, Mahaffey and DeWald.  Nays; none.  Motion carried.

	Lewis moved to adjourn the meeting, second by Mahaffey.  All signified by saying aye.  No one opposed.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8 p.m.





							Pamela M. Noffsinger, Village Clerk
	
